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Picture it, 1977: Jimmy Carter is president.
Lynda Carter is Wonder Woman. Gasoline is
75 cents a gallon (up 30 cents from per-
gallon prices in 1976!). Bicentennial
Celebrations are fresh in the mind, Elvis has
forever left the building, and in Arizona, the
arts community is invited to the first
statewide arts gathering.

What began as the Southwestern Presenters
Conference formally became the Southwest
Arts Conference (SWAC) in 1989. The con-
ference has evolved to meet evolving needs,
focusing on audience development, the serv-
ice of arts presenters and community artists,
and recently, on public value for the arts. 

SWAC has taken place in different Arizona
cities at different times of year, and has
recently hosted keynote speakers such as
vocal innovator Meredith Monk, NEA
Chairman Bill Ivey, and actor and collector of
Chicano art, Cheech Marin.

With your feedback, we continue to develop
SWAC and its capacity to provide learning
and networking opportunities. After the 2007
and 2008 conferences we determined that
the gathering had outgrown its latest venue.
Feedback also helped us determine that the
event requires what we’re calling a “focused
freshening.” Consequently we’re making the
following changes: 

SWAC 2009 will be scheduled in late summer
2009. To better accommodate conference par-
ticipants for whom travel is required, we’re
adjusting the timeframe. For years SWAC has
been scheduled in winter, which meant “high
season” rates at local hotels. Also in late
January, arts administrators and educators are
in the midst of seasons and schoolyears. A
reduction in out-of-pocket expenses and a
change in schedule might allow more arts lead-
ers from outside the Phoenix metropolitan area
to participate in SWAC. 

In addition, early this year we surveyed con-
stituents and discovered that SWAC was
competing for dollars and time with Arizona
Citizens for the Arts’ Arts Congress, as the
events have typically been scheduled within
two weeks of each other. In a difficult econo-

my it is critical that the arts community repre-
sent a united advocacy front at Arts Congress
(scheduled on February 2, 2009), and it is our
hope that more arts leaders will participate if
they are not required to choose between the
two events.

The next SWAC will include more opportunities
for socializing, networking and experiencing
art. We intend to partner with arts organiza-
tions in the vicinity of the SWAC 2009 confer-
ence venue – to be determined – to provide
more comprehensive arts and networking expe-
riences for participants. 

SWAC 2009 will likely be scheduled on a
Friday, with Thursday retreats for peer groups.
Peer group retreats will be scheduled for differ-
ing lengths of time in the afternoon prior to the
all-day conference on Friday.

The next conference will be a (mostly) panel-
free zone. To provide more focused learning
opportunities, we intend to schedule far fewer
panels and instead will program facilitated
interactive discussions, experiential sessions,
expert-led presentations and direct learning
opportunities on arts topics. 

The arts community wants to learn from you!
We are implementing a Call for Proposals. In
August 2008, we will post a call for propos-
als and speaker recommendations on our
website, soliciting proposals to present at
SWAC 2009. Start imagining sessions now!

We will post more information as the confer-
ence develops. Onward to SWAC 2009!

Jaime Dempsey
Deputy Director

Arizona Commission on the Arts

Southwest Arts Conference 
Turns 32, Moves to Summer 2009Artists

in the Workforce: 
Key Findings

•  Nearly two million
Americans are artists.

•  The number of artists has
kept pace with the growth
in the overall labor force.

•  Artists are generally more
educated than the workforce
as a whole.

•  Artists are 3.5 times more
likely than other workers to
be self-employed.

•  Fewer artists have full-year,
full-time jobs than other
workers.

•  The West and South have
seen the greatest growth in
artists by state.

National Endowment for the Arts, 
Artists in the Workforce, 2008. Go to

www.nea.gov/research/ArtistsInWorkforce.pdf 
to download a copy of this report.

Paul Anders-Stout is a Tucson glass
artist who teaches at the Sonoran Glass
Art Academy in Tucson. 
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In 2009 the Commission will launch a new
Teaching Artist Roster, whose purpose is to
identify and promote quality artists who main-
tain careers as teaching and professional
artists, and who have particular expertise in
engaging schools and communities in arts
learning experiences. 

With the introduction of the new roster, we will
rebrand and reinvent Connections Café, the
event wherein roster artists present artwork
and programs to educators and presenters. At
this time, we are planning Connections Café-
type events in multiple locations across
Arizona. More information coming soon.

The Future of Connections Café 



Websites
Great Masters of Mexican Folk Art

This website, supported by the
Smithsonian National Museum of the
American Indian, covers the work of

artists that work in clay, leather,
metal, paper, plant fibers, stone, 

textiles, wood, and more. 
www.nmai.si.edu/exhibitions/

gm/html_eng.html

Morgunblaðið á Netinu
Everyone we know seems to be going

to Iceland or hankering to go. If you
want to spice up your dinner conversa-

tion or impress your friends or 
colleagues, you can read in English 

the top headlines from Iceland’s
Number One newspaper.

www.mbl.is/mm/frettir/english

National Endowment for the Arts –
Report on Artists in the Workforce

Study provides the first look at 21st
century labor trends among working

artists. To download the report, go to
www.arts.gov/research/
ArtistsInWorkforce.pdf

TED Ideas Worth Spreading
Who doesn’t love the lectures from

this conference on innovation by some
of the most creative minds on the 

planet today? We dare you not to be
impressed. www.ted.com

Alonetone
Website/community forum created by

the musician/writer/programmer
Sudara from Innsbruck, Austria.

Anyone can sign up to upload and
share original music.

http://alonetone.com/

My father lived by the old
adage: You are known by
the friends you keep. He
modified it slightly, but I
believe it is a great
maxim. At the Arizona
Commission on the Arts
we value our friends and
partners from across the
state and country, and it
seems there are endless
opportunities to make
new friends.

Since moving to Arizona, I have had the privi-
lege of serving as the co-chair of the Arts and
Culture Committee of the Arizona-Mexico
Commission. This unique commission is the only
formal partnership between a Mexican state and
a US state. Over the last two years, we have
accomplished the following:

•  We hosted a cross-border training program
for teachers. 30 teachers—half from
Sonora and half from Arizona—and gath-
ered in Nogales to learn to integrate dance
and theater into school curriculum.

•  We helped two arts organizations host
readings by noted Arizona poet Alberto
Ríos and Mexican poet Verónica Volkov,
from Mexico City. Readings were given at
the Phoenix Art Museum and in Tucson at
the Loft Cinema, in cooperation with
Borderlands Theatre. The bilingual publica-
tions that were the catalyst for these read-
ings are Connecting Lines: New Poetry
from Mexico and Líneas conectadas:
Nueva poesía de los Estados Unidos
(Sarabande Books, 2006).

•  This year we will work with teaching
artists on both sides of the border to
encourage movement and dance as a way
to combat obesity in young people. We
will also continue to support cross-border
artistic exhibitions, and hope to sponsor an
international learning exchange of arts
leaders between Arizona and Sonora.

We regularly partner with Artability, an Arizona
organization focused on helping people with dif-
ferent abilities gain access to the arts in our
state as both attendees and active participants.

This fiscal year we will partner with Artability to
ensure that all Commission grantees develop
strong Americans with Disabilities planning doc-
uments.

This year we participated in the Governor’s
Conference on Tourism in Tucson to help resort
owners and convention and visitors bureaus
understand how they can engage the local arts
industries in better serving cultural tourists. 

We will continue our work with Creative Capital,
a private foundation from New York City, to
hold a second series of intensive training work-
shops for professional artists. These sessions
will be held in Tucson in October, at the amaz-
ing new University of Arizona Poetry Center.

ALAC, Advocates for Latin@ Arts and Culture
Consortium, Inc., is working to imagine a new
Latino cultural center in Phoenix. The Arts
Commission hosted the first gathering of Latino
arts leaders at our office a year ago and we con-
tinue to participate in their meetings. Since that
first meeting an emerging organization has been
established and they are on their way to the
realization of an actual center. 

A while back the Governor asked me to serve
with her and other leaders on the Arizona
Centennial Commission. As we look toward the
state’s centennial celebration in 2012, the Arts
Commission will play an important role in work-
ing with our industry to make this celebration
meaningful across Arizona. The Arts
Commission will commit to providing resources
in its 2010 and 2011 budgets to help Arizona
artists and arts organizations develop programs
and works of art that commemorate Arizona’s
100th anniversary—possibly new music written
for a high school or community band, or series
of poems or collection of short stories, or a
state-themed theatrical production, or new and
original works of public art.

I took my dad’s advice to heart, and in all the
years I’ve worked in the arts it has never let me
down. Finding friends and partners can help find
new possibilities for our art and programming. If
you have a partnership idea that you would like
to share with the Arts Commission, give us a
call. We would love to hear about it. 

Robert C. Booker
Executive Director

Arizona Commission on the Arts

The Director’s Column



Calendar
Artistic Work Sample Workshop
presented by PanLeft
July 30, 10:00am to 1:00pm
Arizona Commission on the Arts,
Phoenix

Wednesday Workshop
Informational Workshops on Applying
to the Teaching Artist Roster & Artist
Projects Grants

August 6, 10:00am to 12:00pm and
5:30 - 7:30pm
Arizona Commission on the Arts,
Phoenix

Deadline for Notice of Intent to
Apply for Teaching Artist Roster
Thursday, August 14

Teaching Artist Roster & Artist
Project Grants Application Deadline
Thursday, September 18

Quarterly Commission Meeting
October 2, 2:00 to 5:00pm
Arizona Commission on the Arts,
Phoenix

Teaching Artist Roster Panels
October 20 – 24
Please visit www.azarts.gov/
calendar.htm for the audition dates for
specific disciplines

The Commission is launching
new online services in 2008.
Visit www.azarts.gov to
update your contact informa-
tion, sign up for e-newslet-

ters and more!

Tucson Pima Arts Council’s Lumie Awards took
place in May, honoring luminaries in Southern
Arizona for their great work and dedication to the
arts. 2008 recipients included: Arizona Theatre
Company, Arts Education Organization; Art
Almquist, Arts Educator; Odaiko Sonora,
Emerging Arts Organization; Greater Oro Valley
Arts Council, Established Arts Organization; Adam
Cooper Teran, Individual Achievement/Emerging
Artist; Snell & Wilmer L.L.P., Larger Business
Partner; Roberto Guajardo, Lifetime Achievement;
Pastiche Modern Eatery, Small Business Partner;
John Hudak, Arts Supporter; and Ellie Patterson,
Arts Volunteer.

In other TPAC news, Sally Krommes has joined
the excellent Tucson team as the new Public Art
Coordinator. Sally has worked with Tucson arts
organizations for 12 years, including the former
Tucson Arts District Partnership and the Tucson
Museum of Art. She is a visual artist who was
a member the Warehouse Arts District Studio
artists and has taught painting at the Pima
College Downtown Campus.

Arts, Culture and the Latino Audience. The
Maricopa Partnership for Arts and Culture part-
nered with the Behavior Research Center to pro-
duce Arts, Culture and the Latino Audience, the
first study of its kind to give us a greater under-
standing of local Latino participation in arts and
culture. View and download the full report at
www.mpacarts.org/publications.

Three metro Phoenix arts leaders received recog-
nition at the Scottsdale Museum of
Contemporary Art’s third annual Contemporary
Catalyst Award for their work in developing a
contemporary art scene in the Valley. Awards
went to John Armstrong and Joan Prior; and
Kimber Lanning. Candidates were judged on the
criteria of vision, advocacy, originality and promi-
nence.

In the better-late-than-never category, the
Commission welcomes the new director of the
Sharlot Hall Museum in Prescott, John Langellier.
John has a Ph.D. in military history from Kansas
State University and has written or co-written
over 30 books and worked on feature films and
television shows including Apocalypse Now and

a documentary about African Americans in the
U.S. military titled Love of Liberty.

Arizona-based actress/director Susan Claassen
from The Invisible Theater starred on London’s
West End at the Arts Club at the Arts Theatre
as legendary Hollywood designer Edith Head in
A Conversation with Edith Head.

Las Artes Arts and Education Center – a Tucson
arts program that helps dropouts prepare for
their high school equivalence tests while they
make public tile murals – was nominated for the
National Governors Association's Distinguished
Service to the Arts award by Arizona Governor
Janet Napolitano. Las Artes will receive the
award at the association’s conference in
Philadelphia. More than 400 students have
worked on more than 70 public art projects in
Pima County. 

Debra Edgerton, a Commission Artist Project
Grant recipient and instructor in the art depart-
ment of NAU in Flagstaff, will be participating in
a major exhibition about black women in cine-
ma. The exhibition, Cinema Remixed and
Reloaded, will open at the Contemporary Arts
Museum in Houston, Texas in October 2008. A
catalog will accompany the exhibition. 

The
Commission’s

new agency
brochure is hot
off the presses.

Visit
www.azarts.gov

to download a
PDF copy of the

brochure.

Creativity takes courage.
—Henri Matisse

The State Roundup: Where Art is News

Photo Credits (below, from left to right): Alex Wells, Hoop
Dancer, Heard Museum, Phoenix; Portrait on Black, Detail by
Scott Ellegood, Tucson; la venganza es cabrona by Claudio
Dicochea, Scottsdale; Circling by Tom Philabaum, Tucson;
Reagan and Jaymee, Painting Class, Free Arts of Arizona, photo
by Marilyn Murphy; Cowgirl Up, Desert Caballeros Western
Museum, Wickenburg; Integrated Dance, Canyon Movement
Company, Flagstaff; gente not numbers girl by Angel Olegario
Luna, Yuma.

Sign Up
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During election campaigns, candidates 
running for office are working to get
acquainted with the voters. Arts advocates
need to be visible during the campaigns so
the candidates will see that voters are seri-
ous about their support for the arts. Take
advantage of the campaign season to let the
candidates know who you are, why the arts
are important to you, and how the arts con-
tribute to the life of your community.

Here is a sample question and talking points on Arts Education.

Will you support funding and legislation that makes the arts part
of the core curriculum?

•  Quality arts education policy recognizes the arts as a core
learning subject, provides professional development opportu-
nities for arts teachers, and supports after-school arts learn-
ing opportunities and arts education partnerships between
schools and community arts and cultural organizations.

•  Active participation and learning in the arts improve overall
academic achievement, socialization, and preparation for 
college and the workforce.

•  The arts make a tremendous impact on the developmental
growth of every child and have proven to level the “learning
field” across socio-economic boundaries.

•  The arts have a measurable impact on youth at risk in 
deterring delinquent behavior and increasing overall academic
performance.

•  The arts help children develop literacy skills in reading, 
writing, speaking, listening and viewing.

The Internal Revenue Code prevents tax-exempt 501(C)(3) organ-
izations from “participating or intervening” in a political campaign
on behalf of a candidate for public office. Despite this prohibition,
the federal tax law permits nonprofit groups to engage in a range
of activities, including the following:

•  Taking Positions: The law permits 501(C)(3) organizations to
inform candidates of the organization’s positions and to ask
candidates to go on record in support of these positions.

•  Questionnaires to Candidates: Organizations with a broad
range of interests can safely distribute questionnaires to can-
didates and disseminate the responses, provided there is no
indication of bias or preference in respect to the views of
any candidate for an office.

•  Invitations to Candidates: An organization may invite candi-
dates to attend its meetings and to speak on issues of inter-
est to the organization. Copies of a candidate’s speeches or
other remarks may be distributed if the organization regularly
publishes a newsletter and circulation is generally limited to
its own members.

Obviously, the law in no way prohibits individuals associated with
a nonprofit organization from participating as private citizens in
campaign activity.

Thomas L. Birch
Legislative Counsel

National Assembly of State Arts Agencies (NASAA)

Excerpted from “Elections 2008: Campaigning for Public Arts
Support,” The NASAA Advocate, Vol. XI, No. 1. Reprinted with
the permission of the author. Visit http://www.nasaa-arts.org to

download a copy of the full report.

Growing Public Value for the Arts


